THE   MAIN,   FLORIDA,   AND   VIRGINIA           l8l
. . . Juan de Lepe, seaman, . . . being duly sworn . . . stated that
about twenty days ago deponent being in the fort at San Agustin ...
from said fort twenty sails were descried, and these vessels anchored
off the port and landed men from pinnaces. Deponent thinks about
1000 men came ashore. They landed artillery and began to batter
the fort of San Agustin. The fight continued through two days, and
through two nights they were under arms.
While this attack was going on deponent was putting the women
and children on board his bark, in order to convey them to safety
in the interior among the peaceable Indians.
Deponent heard that in view of the Englishman's strength and
the damage he was doing, the garrison withdrew to the bush.
While deponent was in the bush with the women and children,
Pedro Menendez Marquez arrived there with the troops, which
were retiring.
Later deponent returned and saw that the fort, where Pedro
Menendez Marquez was, had been burned. The English had burned
it and the town and the old fort. They razed the maize fields (p. 4)
and carried off everything in the town, and His Majesty's strong-box
together with what was in it, which deponent heard was five
thousand ducats.
The English remained there seven days, careening a vessel. At
the end of that time they left, and three negroes who escaped from
them (of those the English had seized in Santo Domingo) said that
the Englishman was going to Santa Elena to take that place, and
that from there he would proceed to Newfoundland; and this is the
truth.
Further, the English carried off all the artillery and subsistence.
The general had buried certain pieces but three of ours, who deserted,
informed of this and they found these and carried them off...
This is the truth, on the oath he took. He did not sign because he
does not know how to write; and he is about 24 years old...
... Bartolome Cordoriel... being duly sworn ... stated that..,
he was in the fort of San Agustin on Friday after Corpus Christi
when from the fort fifteen sail were sighted.
These being sighted, that night General Pedro Menendez Marquez
ordered deponent to go with his bark to convey the women and
children up the river from the fort into the bush, and so deponent
did, making two trips. He also carried up six barrels of flour. There-
fore deponent did not see the fight, but he heard the artillery fire
exchanged between the fort and the English fleet. They fired and
fought two days and two nights.